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Adjoining the district of Mathra was that of Agra,, whither
I now and then made short excursions to see the famed marble
tomb of the Mogul empress in its pure glory; to spell out the
epitaph on the tomb of Akber the Great; to wander among the
desolate quadrangles, pillared halls arid sculptured recesses; to
scan the towers which kings ascended for viewing the royal
battues; to stand beneath the lofty domes, mount the minarets,
and pace the long stretching arcades of the deserted mosques.
There, too, I visited the Christian villages, inhabited by those
who had been left orphans during the last famine, and rescued
by the missionaries.

The city of Agra, built on the bank of the Jamna, used then
to be approached by a bridge of boats thrown across the stream
when the water was low. l>ut the river is now spanned by
a railway viaduct, from which there is a fine view, comprising
the city, the great mosque, Akber's fort, and the Taj mausoleum
in the distance. AH we wandered about the fort, admiring
its architecture and beautiful material of red sandstone, or
stood on the balcony of its palace, we little thought that within
a few years this place would be the refuge of our countrymen
during the crisis of the mutinies and an abode of grief to many
English families.

Sometimes I was abb to visit the neighbouring Raja of
Bhartpur surrounded by his half-barbaric pomp, watch his
gaudy cavaloadoK, witnesK the combats in the arena between
elephants and other animals, enjoy the beauties of his pleasure-
gardens irrigated by artificial watercourses, and his summer-
houses with their graceful architecture of richly carved stone.

The manner in which a Native prince received his European
gueste or vimtorn excited my ourionity. The Natives seemed to
be masters of HCOWO effect, with the diffusion of chastened light
over manses of rich ornamentation, colours gorgeous yet possess-
ing what artints term quality, and the perspective of columns
and arches* Then the prince and his suite out of deference to
us would Beat thomaelve^ awkwardly on European chairs, instead
of sitting comfortably cross-legged on the carpet- But all the
same the carpet was there and had its usen, for upon it would
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